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Morgenthau’s telegram of July 16, 1915,
and the ’genocide’ entry in the Fon-
tana Dictionary of Modern Thought be
printed in the RECORD.∑

The text follows:
[Telegram received from Constantinople,

July 16, 1915]

Secretary of State,
Washington.

Deportation of and excesses against peace-
ful Armenians is increasing and from
harrowing reports of eye witnesses it appears
that a campaign of race extermination is in
progress under a pretext of reprisal against
rebellion.

Protests as well as threats are unavailing
and probably incite the Ottoman government
to more drastic measures as they are deter-
mined to disclaim responsibility for their ab-
solute disregard of capitulations and I be-
lieve nothing short of actual force which ob-
viously United States are not in a position
to exert would adequately meet the situa-
tion. Suggest you inform belligerent nations
and mission boards of this.

American Ambassador, Constantinople.

THE FONTANA DICTIONARY OF MODERN
THOUGHT

[Edited by Alan Bullock and Oliver
Stallybrass]

[New and revised edition by Alan Bullock
and Stephen Trombley assisted by Bruce
Eadie]

GENOCIDE.
Term coined by American jurist Raphael

Lemkin in 1944 to denote the physical de-
struction of a national, racial or ethnic pop-
ulation. The term was included in the indict-
ment at Nuremberg of German war criminals
accused of involvement in Nazi attempts to
exterminate the Jewish population of Eu-
rope. It acquired still wider currency in a
United Nations Resolution of 11 December
1946 and UN Convention of 9 December 1948
which sought to make genocide a crime
under international law. Details of the UN
definition of the term are contested, for ex-
ample by radical critics of colonialism who
view as genocide the destruction of the so-
cial fabric of a colonized people, but it re-
mains the most widely accepted definition.

Bibl: L. Kuper, Genocide (Harmondsworth
and New York, 1981).

f

UNITED STATES MUST SUPPORT A
SOVEREIGN LEBANON

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the sovereignty, independence, and ter-
ritorial integrity of the country of Leb-
anon. As you know, Mr. President, Leb-
anon has again been the most recent
victim of the fighting in the Middle
East. The hostilities of last week which
continue today have caused a great
loss of Lebanese lives.

The United States has always sup-
ported the independence and territorial
integrity of Lebanon. However, in the
most recent negotiations to end the
fighting in the region, the U.S. admin-
istration has been focusing its efforts
on Syria and Israel.

I believe that the State Department
is sincere in upholding it support for
the sovereignty of Lebanon. But I am
afraid that the United States views a
resolution to the Israel-Syria conflict
as the only priority—and the con-
sequence is the plight of the civilian

population in Lebanon is ignored. It is
Lebanon that is suffering the most in
this conflict, and it is with that coun-
try which the United States should
focus its immediate attention.

The influence and support of the
United States is critical to giving Leb-
anon the help it needs to move forward
and rebuild after two decades of civil
war.

As its stands, the presence of all for-
eign forces in Lebanon irritates the sit-
uation, making it difficult for the Leb-
anese to find a peaceful solution to
their quest for independence and sov-
ereignty. Only until there is the with-
drawal of all foreign forces from Leb-
anon, combined with a diplomatic solu-
tion, will peace in the Middle East be
achievable.

I believe that Lebanon will than be
on its way to returning to the inde-
pendent, sovereign and unoccupied land
that it once was—free of all non-Leba-
nese forces. Not only will this advance
the case of Middle East peace in the re-
gion, but it will also be in America’s
best interest to have its friend, Leb-
anon, stable once more.

Today, President Clinton is meeting
with President Elias Hrawi of Lebanon.
It is my hope that the territorial integ-
rity, sovereignty and independence of
Lebanon is the subject of much discus-
sion. President Clinton will also be an-
nouncing a humanitarian aid package
for Lebanon, and I was pleased to lead
the efforts in the Senate to insist upon
this assistance for the innocent civil-
ians of Lebanon.

But the humanitarian assistance is
only one part of the equation. I, once
again, urge the administration to per-
sist in trying to negotiate a cease fire
in this region and to bring an end to
the hostility immediately.∑
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THE 81ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mr. GLENN. Mr. President, once
again I rise to join my colleagues, and
Armenian Americans in Ohio and
across the Nation, to remember the Ar-
menian genocide of 1915–1923. Over this
period the Armenian population of the
Ottoman Empire was systematically
destroyed. Some were killed, others
left to die of deprivation, still others
uprooted and expelled from their home-
land. In the end, some 1.5 million Ar-
menians perished and another 0.5 mil-
lion were displaced.

Evidence of the Armenian genocide is
available from a number of sources,
among the most compelling is the re-
porting of our own United States Am-
bassador to the Ottoman Empire,
Henry Morgenthau. In a cable to the
Secretary of State, Ambassador Mor-
genthau wrote: ‘‘Deportation of and ex-
cesses against peaceful Armenians is
increasing and from harrowing reports
of eye witnesses it appears that a cam-
paign of race extermination is in proc-
ess under a pretext of reprisal against
rebellion.’’

Some may ask why it is important to
take time each year to commemorate

an event which occurred over half a
century ago. In reply I would recall the
reported observation of Adolph Hitler
as he contemplated the ‘‘final solu-
tion’’—‘‘Who remembers the Arme-
nians?’’

Today we remember the 11⁄2-million
victims of the Armenian genocide. Un-
deniably it is not comfortable to re-
peatedly revisit this tragedy, or to
visit the Holocaust Memorial Museum,
or to have contemporary atrocities
played out nightly on our television
screens, as in Bosnia or Rwanda. But
we remember today, we did last year
and the year before, so that we will not
become complacent about or indiffer-
ent to any example of man’s inhuman-
ity to man, wherever and whenever it
may occur. For in the words of Edmund
Burke, ‘‘the only thing necessary for
the triumph of evil is for good men to
do nothing.’’∑
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JAMES I. WILLIAMSON, MEDAL OF
HONOR WINNER

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, it is
sometimes argued these days that we
Americans place too high a premium
on the value of individual, yet our ex-
perience over more than 200 years as a
Nation has taught us that it’s almost
impossible to overestimate the value of
some individual citizens to our commu-
nity and our country. James I.
Williamson of Harrington, DE, who
died on Monday of this week at the age
of 66, was one of those invaluable indi-
viduals without whom the character
and history of America would be very
different.

During his distinguished 21-year ca-
reer in the U.S. Army, from which he
retired in 1969 as a staff sergeant,
James Williamson won many decora-
tions, including the Purple Heart, the
Bronze Star and the Silver Star. In
1968, during the last of his three tours
of duty in Vietnam, he won the rarely
awarded Congressional Medal of Honor
for extraordinary, individual valor in
combat.

Of the millions of men and women
who have served in our military since
the award was first conferred during
the Civil War, Mr. President, fewer
than 3,500 have received the Congres-
sional Medal for voluntary action
above and beyond the call of duty, at
the risk of the recipient’s own life—and
the high standard of admission to that
elite group of heroes is indicated by the
fact that the majority of Congressional
Medals have been awarded post-
humously.

Sergeant Williamson survived the ac-
tion that earned him our highest mili-
tary decoration, but it was his willing-
ness to risk his own life that saved the
lives of comrades in arms engaged in
that action with him. Alone and armed
with a machinegun, he rescued the
crew of a mechanized weapons carrier
that had taken a disabling direct hit.
Remaining exposed to enemy fire, he
attached a towing cable so the vehicle
and its crew could be pulled to safety.
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Despite the controversy that sur-

rounded our involvement in the Viet-
namese war, Mr. President, it was a
proud nation which presented Mr.
Williamson with the Congressional
Medal of Honor, because of his enor-
mous personal courage, because of his
willingness to risk sacrificing his own
life in the service of others, and be-
cause neither our military nor our Na-
tion can afford to allow such outstand-
ing individual contributions to go un-
recognized.

James I. Williamson was not ‘‘the
one-in-a-million’’ exception we some-
times refer to; he was the truly excep-
tional ‘‘one-in-fewer-than-3,500’’ who
displayed the American character at
its best and whose actions made clear
why our most precious decoration is
dedicated to honor—his own and his
country’s. His family, his community
of Harrington, and his State of Dela-
ware will remember him with pride for
his extraordinary individual achieve-
ment and with humility in the face of
his unselfish bravery.∑
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DAVID L. FORD
∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor one of the remarkable
individuals we lost on April 3, 1996, in
the plane crash in Croatia which took
the life of Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown and many other fine Americans.
David L. Ford, CEO of InterGuard
Corp., a subsidiary of Guardian Indus-
tries, headquartered in Auburn Hills,
MI, was on that flight to donate 23
metric tons of flat glass to Sarajevo,
enough to produce 8,000 windows for
the reconstruction of a hospital that
was damaged in the war.

When David was first given the op-
portunity to travel to Bosnia, he
thought of how he could best help the
city of Sarajevo. He decided that he
would help the city recover from the
constant shelling of the past 3 years.
David was very excited about being
able to help the people of Sarajevo.
Though he was unable to see his plan
fulfilled, his wish was honored when
the glass was later delivered by the
U.S. Embassy. A plaque commemorat-
ing the efforts of David Ford to rebuild
Bosnia will be displayed in front of the
hospital in Sarajevo.

David worked for Guardian for over
25 years. He was the driving force in
opening the European market for the
company, which now operates four
plants across Europe. He was a diligent
and dedicated worker. He was also a
deep thinker who was a student of for-
eign cultures. He traveled extensively
in European countries and studied
their cultures.

David was a dedicated family man.
His wife, Debra Ann Ford, and their
children, Kathryn and Douglas, will re-
member him as a person who brought
much happiness into their lives. He was
an involved parent who would often ac-
company his children to school. He re-
cently took a class on a trip to Israel,
imparting his knowledge of the world
to the children.

David was a man who was very com-
mitted to his faith. David was a born-
again Christian and a member of Chris-
tian Community Church. He was very
involved in his community and was the
leader of the youth group Teen Sec-
tion. David has said that, ‘‘to be born
again means a new beginning, it means
change—a new direction.’’ David had
this faith in a new direction for Bosnia
and the world.

David’s own words best show how he
viewed his life. ‘‘Yes, I had to change.
That meant I had to sacrifice some
things—the changes are not a list of
things to do or not to do. The changes
are in your heart. We cannot make
these changes alone, by ourselves. God
sends us a helper to be with us.’’ The
people of Sarajevo were indeed sent
such a helper in David Ford.

I know that my Senate colleagues
join me in honoring the life of David L.
Ford. ∑
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THE 205TH ANNIVERSARY OF
POLAND’S CONSTITUTION

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President. I rise
today in support of Senate Joint Reso-
lution 51, a resolution to commemorate
the 205th anniversary of Poland’s con-
stitution. This resolution was intro-
duced by my good friend, the distin-
guished Republican leader and senior
Senator from Kansas, BOB DOLE. The
purpose of the resolution is to salute
and congratulate Polish people around
the world, including Americans of Pol-
ish descent, as on May 3, 1996 they com-
memorate the 205th anniversary of the
first Polish constitution, to recognize
the rebirth of Poland as a free and
independent nation in the spirt of the
1791 constitution, and to urge the peo-
ple and state and local governments of
the United States to observe this anni-
versary with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

The Polish constitution of 1791 is
closely related to our own constitu-
tion, because it was heavily influenced
by a Polish hero of the American Revo-
lution, General Thaddeus Kosciuszko,
who returned to his native land after
the war, carrying with him the con-
cepts we fought to establish and pre-
serve in the revolution. While Poland
enjoyed this new constitution for less
than 2 years, it established principles
and ideals that still live in modern Po-
land.

Polish people have made major con-
tributions to the United States in all
fields of endeavor. The first manufac-
turing facility in America was estab-
lished by a Pole in Jamestown, VA.
The first institution of higher learning
in New Amsterdam was established by
Dr. Alexander Kurcyusz. In addition to
General Kosciuszko, another famous
Pole, Count Casimir Pulaski, aided our
fight for independence from Great Brit-
ain. He is known as the ‘‘Father of the
American Cavalry’’ because General
Washington put him in charge of devel-
oping and leading that arm in the war.
He had a brilliant career in the Con-

tinental Army. Unfortunately, he was
mortally wounded in the siege of Sa-
vannah and later buried at sea.

More modern Polish-Americans who
made notable contributions range from
Arthur Rubenstein to Stan Musial and
Leon Jawarski. In every field, Polish-
Americans worked hard to make Amer-
ica what it is today.

New York is home to a great many
Americans of Polish descent. Almost
1.2 million New Yorkers claim a Polish
heritage. According to the Census Bu-
reau, about 17 percent of all U.S. resi-
dents who speak Polish at home live in
New York.

I am confident that our adoption of
this resolution will be met with appre-
ciation and that May 3 will be a date
that will be met with appropriate cele-
bration in the Polish-American com-
munity. I again express my strong sup-
port for this resolution and I urge my
colleagues to vote for it.∑
f

THE 81ST ANNIVERSARY OF
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, George
Santayana wrote that ‘‘those who can-
not remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.’’ We have an obligation,
just as our forebears had, to teach fol-
lowing generations what occurred in
the world before they were born. It is
this passing of information from gen-
eration to generation that weaves the
fabric of our collective history and
serves as a guide for the future. We can
never change the facts of history, but
we can work to make sure that injus-
tices are not repeated out of ignorance
of those facts. It is only through the
constant and vigilant education of our
children and each other that we can
hope to end man’s inhumanity to man.

When Adolf Hitler was planning the
Jewish Holocaust he said, ‘‘Who today
remembers the extermination of the
Armenians?’’ I am here today to bear
witness to the fact that we do remem-
ber the Armenians who fell prey to
genocide and we will continue to work
to spread that knowledge so that simi-
lar events never again occur.

Today, April 24, 1996, we commemo-
rate the 81st anniversary of the 1915–
1923 genocide of the Armenian people.
In a world that sometimes seems to
have gone mad with random violent
acts, we must remember the victims of
a government organized terror, the
genocide perpetrated by the Turkish
Ottoman Empire against the Armenian
people.

Eighty-one years ago this week, the
8-year-long savagery against the Arme-
nian people began. Each year we re-
member and honor the victims and pay
respect to the survivors we still are
blessed to have in our midst. We vow to
remember, to always remember, the at-
tempt to eliminate the Armenian peo-
ple from the face of the Earth, not for
what they had done as individuals, but
because of who they were.

For the most part, nations did not
learn from history—the world looked
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